210         THE EXTERNAL SOUL IN FOLK-CUSTOM     CHAP.

every individual of their race, male and female, one of these
snakes, of the same sex, is also born.    If the snake be killed
his human partner in life dies also and at the same time.   If
the wife of a compound-owner gives birth to a son, shortly
after the interesting event, the snake of the establishment
will be seen with a young one of corresponding sex.    From
the moment of birth, these two, the snake and the man,
share a life of common duration, and the measure of the one
is the measure of the other.    Hence every care is taken to
protect these animals from injury, and no Montol would in
any circumstances think of injuring or killing one.    It is said
that a snake of this kind never attempts any injury to a man.
There is only one type of snake thus regarded." l    Among
the Angass, of the Kanna District in Northern Nigeria, " when
a man is born, he is endowed with two distinct entities, life
and a kurua (Arabic rin) . . .   When the rin enters a man,
its counterpart enters  some   beast  or snake at the same
time, and if either dies, so also does the body containing the
counterpart    This, however,  in no wise   prevents  a man
from killing any game, etc., he may see, though he knows
full well that he is causing thereby the death of some man
or woman.    When a man dies, his life and rin both leave
him, though the latter is asserted sometimes to linger near
the place of death for a day or two.'1 2    Again, at the town of
Paha, in the northern territory of the Gold Coast, there are
pools inhabited by crocodiles which are worshipped by the
people.    The natives believe that for every death or birth in
the town a similar event takes place among the crocodiles.8
Thecon-          In South Africa  the conception of an  external soul

deposited in an animal, which is so common in West Africa,
appears to be almost unknown ; at least I have met with no

an animal clear traces of it in literature. The Bechuanas, indeed, com-
S^^hT to monly believe that if a man wounds a crocodile, the man
in South will be ill as long as the crocodile is ill of its wound, and

Africa.
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